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A thaumaturgus of our days, unless of an extreme simplicity, like
that manifested by certain stigmatists of Germany, is odious; for
he performs miracles without believing in them; and is a mere
charlatan. But, if we take a Francis d'Assissi, the question be*
comes altogether different; the series of miracles attending the
origin of the order of St Francis, far from offending us, affords us
real pleasure. The founder of Chiistianity lived in as complete a
state of poetic ignorance, as did St Olair and the tres_socii. The
disciples deemed it quite natural that their master should have
interviews with Moses and Elias, that he should command the ele-
ments, and that he should heal the sick. We must remember,
besides, that every idea loses something of its purity, as soon as it
aspires to realise itself. Success is never attained without some
injury being done to the sensibility of the soul. Such is the feeble-
ness of the human mind that the best causes are ofttimes gained
only by bad arguments. The demonstrations of the primitive
apologists of Christianity are supported by very poor reasonings.
Moses, Christopher Columbus, Mahomet, have only triumphed over
obstacles by constantly making allowance for the weakness of men,
and by not always giving the true reasons for the truth. It is
probable that the hearers of Jesus were more struck by his miracles
than by his eminently divine discourses. Let us add, that doubtless
popular rumour, both before and after the death of Jesus, exag^
gerated enormously the number of occurrences of this kind. The
types of the gospel miracles, in fact, do not present much variety;
they are repetitions of each other, and seem fashioned from a very
small number of models, accommodated to the taste of the country.
It is impossible, amongst the miraculous narratives so tediously
enumerated in the Gospels, to distinguish the miracles attributed
to Jesus by public opinion from those in which he consented
to play an active part. It is especially impossible to ascertain
whether the offensive circumstances attending them, the groan-
ings, the smugglings, and other features savouring of jugglery,!
are really historical, or whether they are the fruit of the belief
1 Luke viii 45,46; Johu XL 33 aad 33.